ITALY SINGS AMID 
VIRUS LOCKDOWN 
Confined to homes 
to prevent the spread 
of the coronavirus, 
Italians break out in 
song from balconies. 
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New Kentucky 
coronavirus case 
refused to isolate 


BY DANIEL DESROCHERS 
ddesrochers@herald-leader.com 


The number of confirmed 
cases of novel coronavirus 
increased by two Saturday in 
Kentucky, Gov. Andy Beshear 
announced, including a patient 
in Nelson county who has 
been forced into home isola- 
tion after refusing to self- 
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e Kentucky Gov. Beshear tells child care 
centers to prepare to close on short 
notice. 3A 

e Coronavirus school shutdown new 
territory for Kentucky schools. 4A 


isolate. The total number of 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 

in Kentucky is now 16. 
Beshear also told all hospi- 


tals in the state to stop per- 
forming any elective proce- 
dures by the close of business 
Wednesday and told all child 
care centers to plan for closure 
on short notice, possibly within 
72 hours. 

“We just have to do what it 
takes to lessen the spread of 
this coronavirus and I don’t 
want to be the governor that 
waits two weeks too late to 


take some of those steps,” 
Beshear said in an afternoon 
news conference. 

The latest cases are in Nel- 
son County and Jefferson 
County. Nelson became the 
sixth Kentucky county with a 
confirmed cased of COVID-19. 

The new Louisville patient, 
who is the city’s fourth, is 
believed to be an 80-year-old 
female. 

The patient from Nelson 
County is a 53-year-old man 
who had to be forced into 
isolation after refusing to self- 
isolate against medical advice, 
Beshear said. A law enforce- 
ment officer has been posted 
outside the person’s home, he 
said. 

“It’s a step I hoped I’d never 
have to take, but we can’t 
allow one person who we 
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ALEX SLITZ aslitz@herald-leader.com 


Berea College sophomores Veronica Mauratic of Somerset, left, and Jessica Beisecker of Great Falls, Montana, carry belongings out of 
their residence halls at Berea College in Berea on Friday. The college has ceased on-campus activities out of concern over coronavirus. 
The majority of Berea’s students moved out on Saturday. 


Berea students, faculty 
describe sudden final week 


BY RICK CHILDRESS 
rchildress@herald-leader.com 


For seniors at Berea College, 
student life ended abruptly last 
week. 

The Madison County private 
college’s move to close the 
campus for the remaining 
weeks of the semester because 
of concern over the growing 
coronavirus pandemic pro- 
pelled many students from the 
routine of college life to the 
uncertainty of job searching. 

“It’s not a dream; this is 
reality; this is really occur- 
ring,” said Kaylee Robinson, a 
now-graduating Berea senior 
from Ashland. She described 
her sudden final week on cam- 
pus as a “roller coaster of 
emotion.” Robinson said she 
was proud of her college’s 
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ALEX SLITZ 2 eT 
Berea College sophomores Gina Howard of Chillicothe, Ohio, left, 
and Sydney Mathious of Blytheville, Arkansas, joke while moving 
out of their residence hall at Berea College on Friday. 


preemptive decision to cancel 
classes but said she was sad to 
be suddenly saying goodbye to 
many of her friends. 

Berea College was the first 
college in the state to officially 
cancel classes on Tuesday. A 
day later, several other 
Kentucky colleges and 
universities, including the 
University of Kentucky, an- 
nounced moves to online 
classes in upcoming weeks. 
According to spokesperson 
Tim Jordan, between 20% and 
25% of the Berea student body 
does not have access to in- 
ternet at home, making it 
difficult for the college to fully 
support online distance learn- 
ing. 

On-campus classes officially 
ended on Friday at 5 p.m., and 
students who weren’t planning 
on staying in the dorms had to 
check out by noon on Sat- 
urday, an email from Berea 
President Lyle Roelofs stated. 
About 200 of the college’s 
approximately 1,600 students 
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State ban 
on nursing 
home visits 
has families 
concerned 


BY ALEX ACQUISTO 
aacquisto@herald-leader.com 


Jamie Smith tries to bring 
her mom lunch as often as 
she can at the Prestonsburg 
Health Care Center in East- 
ern Kentucky. 

Her 61-year-old mom, 
Sharon Smith, who has lived 
at the facility since 2011, 
“depends on it,” said the 
younger Smith, who works 
as a pricing coordinator for 
the IGA in Salyersville. 

But that routine is seem- 
ingly on temporary hold, 
Smith and her two sisters, 
Kayla Stephens and Kelly 
McElhose, learned on 
Wednesday, a day after Gov. 
Andy Beshear recommend- 
ed long-term care facilities 
across Kentucky temporarily 
bar all visitors as a precau- 
tion against community 
spread of the novel coro- 
navirus. The only exception 
is loved ones of patients 
receiving end-of-life care. 

“T just don’t understand 
how she’s going to cope with 
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Hotels, 
tourism face 
hardship 
from virus 
closures 


BY BETH MUSGRAVE 
AND JANET PATTON 


bmusgrave@herald-leader.com 
jpatton1@herald-leader.com 


April and May are typical- 
ly two of the busiest months 
for Lexington hotels and 
tourism industry. 

But a cascade of cancella- 
tions of area conferences 
and sporting events because 
of coronavirus means once 
nearly full hotels now have 
plenty of available rooms. 

Officials with the Lexing- 
ton Center Corporation, 
which oversees Rupp Arena, 
the convention center and 
the Lexington Opera House, 
said Thursday it’s too early 
to say how cancellations will 
affect its bottom line. But 
the losses could top $1 mil- 
lion. 

“Tt’s devastating,” said 
Pam Avery, the president of 
the Bluegrass Hospitality 
Association, a trade group 
for hotels and other tourism- 
related businesses. Avery is 
also the general manager of 
the Embassy Suites by Hil- 
ton at Lexington Green. 

“We are not alone in Lex- 
ington,” Avery said. “This is 
nationwide. Travel and tou- 
rism is probably the hardest 
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